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force in his attack upon the revolutionists who
expounded the opposite principle of abstract equality.
" To be attached to the subdivision, to love the little
platoon \ve belong to in society, is the first prin-
ciple," he says, "the germ, as it were, of public
affections. It is the first link in the series by which
we proceed towards a love to our country and man-
kind/' The assertion that they desired to invert this
order, to destroy every social link in so far as it
tended to produce inequalities, was the pith of his
great indictment against the French "metaphysical"
revolutionists. They had perverted the general
logical precept of the sufficient reason for all in-
equalities by converting it into an assuming of the
equality of concrete units. They fell into the fallacy
of which I have spoken; and many radicals, utili-
tarians, and others have followed them. They
assumed that all the varieties of human character, or
all those due to the influence of the social environ-
ment, through whose structure and inherited instincts
every full-grown man has been moulded, might be
safely disregarded for the purpose of political and
social construction. They have spoken, in brief, as if
men were the equal and homogeneous atoms of
physical inquiry and social problems capable of solu-
tion by a simple rearrangement of the atoms in differ-
ent orders, instead of remembering that they are